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May 23 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Soldiers enlist, but families reenlist. 
[Laughter] And we have many family mem-
bers here. You’re not taking an oath, but 
you’re making an important commitment. 
And along the way, all of you have made 
your share of sacrifices. And I appreciate 
the chance to thank you for it. When I 
speak of supporting the military, that means 
family members as well, the bases you call 
home, and the schools where you send your 
children. 

For those who are about to take the 
oath, congratulations. You repeat some fa-

miliar words. You will do so with self-assur-
ance that you might not have had the first 
time, that comes with hard work and dis-
cipline and service to our country. I want 
each of you to return to your posts with 
the knowledge that you have my gratitude 
and full confidence. Thank you again. 

And now it is my honor to turn over 
the proceedings to General Shelton, who 
will administer the oath of office. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Education Reform 
Legislation 
May 23, 2001

I commend the House of Representatives 
for taking a giant step toward improving 
America’s public schools. The education re-
forms adopted today build on the principles 
of accountability, flexibility, local control, 
and greater choices for parents. The re-
forms require annual testing of students in 
grades three through eight, give States un-
precedented flexibility to meet critical edu-
cation needs and, for the first time, tie 
Federal education funding to results. These 

education reforms also give parents real op-
tions to get their children out of persist-
ently failing schools through public school 
choice with transportation provided, and 
supplemental services such as tutoring and 
summer school. I look forward to working 
with Members of the House and Senate 
to make sure this vital legislation becomes 
law so that no child in America is left be-
hind.

Message to the Congress on Additional Measures Prohibiting the 
Importation of Rough Diamonds From Sierra Leone 
May 23, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 204(b) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA), and section 
301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1631, I hereby report that I have 
exercised my statutory authority to expand 
the scope of an existing national emergency 
in response to the unusual and extraor-

dinary threat posed to the foreign policy 
of the United States by the Government 
of Liberia’s complicity in the illicit trade 
in diamonds from Sierra Leone by the in-
surgent Revolutionary United Front of Si-
erra Leone (RUF) and by the Government 
of Liberia’s other forms of support for the 
RUF. I also have exercised my statutory 
authority to issue an Executive Order that 
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